or in tension with the state and market, reflecting numerous players, many types of organisations, national histories, and the varying roles of state, market, and citizen organisations. These patterns of interaction give rise to 'plural economies' in which three economic principles may be operative: (1) the market featuring prices set by demand and supply and in which production is distributed by contractual relations between suppliers and customers, (2) redistribution in which a central authority allocates output, and (3) reciprocity in which production is allocated on the basis of social relations typified by the family. Third sector development is often influenced by forces of bureaucratisation and commercialisation, too. The power of this analytical section is enhanced by graphic displays of the Welfare Triangle (Evers), the overall structure of the plural economy (Roustang et al.) , the welfare mix (Pestoff) and the civil and solidarity-based economy (Eme, Laville).
For the editors and for many of the essayists, the 1970s were a watershed. A new dynamic, influenced at least indirectly by France, appeared which echoed citizen dissatisfaction with marginalisation of many segments of society, the potential exclusionary aspects of the market, the intensity of corporatist bureaucratisation, and the exclusivity of entitlement based on employment or membership in a specific group -for example, as members of a given occupation. In this new dispensation, users of services came together as new types of citizens bonded by feelings of common necessityfor instance, for child care or housing -and refused to function as mere clients, patients, or taxpayers. Part of the imperative emerged from a weakening job market in traditional industries and from the parallel growth of 'relational' industries and occupations emphasising closer relations between users and suppliers who are often one and the same. In some instances, old institutions are used for new purposes, being redefined in the process. Or, entirely new types emerge, as in the Swedish community or cooperative day-care arrangements. Very interesting is the discussion of the transformation of the Dutch sectarian and other group 'pillars' in ways that enhance participation in an otherwise particularistic environment. For Italy, the role of the Catholic Church in Italy in the light of Vatican II and of younger Italians is quite illuminating. A perceptive essay on the United Kingdom sets forth the powerful effects of legislation affecting the possibility of change and an examination of the need for reform of the laws concerning charitable foundations.
The end of the volume contains additional analytical and theoretical essays assessing the usefulness of differing approaches to the history and evolution of third sector institutions and policies. Jane Lewis' essay on the state and third sector was very helpful here, as was the editors' last offering on social services provision by social enterprises, which are often hybrids of the state, the market and the third sector.
The penultimate essay by Ralph Kramer usefully examines four approaches to looking at the third sector in a mixed economy: political economy, neo-institutionalism, organisational ecology, and open systems models. Analysing the various sectors in terms of ownership is of limited use for maximising democratic participation and solidarity or enhancing useful 'personal control' (after Svetlik) of social services.
This set of essays and theoretical formulations provides productive insights on the transformation of the welfare state, of elements of market capitalism, and of broad sets of social institutions such as the family and the local community, linking developments to individual national histories and to underlying political and economic changes, some fostered by globalisation. For those wishing to trace the path of change in individual Western European societies, the individual essays are very useful. For those wishing a more global view of change and evolution in European welfare states, though, the sheer volume of detail can be daunting. In this regard, the editors could have established categories of institutions and services to be employed more clearly in mapping changes across Europe. Additionally, the theoretical sections could have been tighter and more restrained in using jargon. The otherwise rejected American analytical categories and approaches often are more parsimonious in qualitatively classifying data and events, as in Kramer's essay. Overall, though, this is a highly useful book and should be consulted by anyone wishing to trace third sector changes in individual societies in Western Europe. It also offers productive ideas on which additional analytical models could be based.
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